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April 1., 1997

7aqueline E. Sehafer
Director, California Department of Fish and Oame

Dear Director Sehafer:

We are writing as members of the Eco,~ystem Roundtable h~ regard to the Department of
Fish and Game’s (DFG) proposed salmon and steelhead hatchery on the Tuohmme River.
We have been involved with the CALI~’ED Ecosystem Restoration Program planning, ,-rod
endorse its uuderlying approach to restore ecological functions and processes to support
naturally-susta|nJng populations of native plant and animal species dependent on the
Central ValIey watershed. We believe the DFG’s proposed Tuolumne River Salmon
Hatchery is inconsistent with this re,oration approach, and we are opposed to bo~ doe
project and continued expendit~trc of’Nnd~ and stafffirnc on its planning.

The Tuolumne River is the largest tributary in the San Joaquin Valley, and has the
greatest potential of any river in the basin to restore the physical processes on which a
healthy alluvial river ecosystem (and its native fish species.) depends. The January
flooding on the river has increased sigaificaul,ly this potenl, ial - plutmiagfor an expanded
floodway below New Don Pedro Dam will allow the river to carry, m~re than 50% of its
current capacity.

The Fede.ral Energy Regulatory Commission (.FERC) Settlement Agreement on the
Tuolurm~,e River provides an tmprecedented opportu~tity for a broad coalition of
stakeholders to work together m develop and implement a comprehensive ecosystem
restoration, plan. The DFG dSd not discuss the proposed hatchery during disc~sions
leading to the Agreement, which ~s baaed on a strategy to re,tore naturally-o¢¢urrhug
salmon populations. The proposed hatchery has the potential to undem~ine actions
stemming from tttis Agreement, and to divide the stakeholders involved in the restoration
plannfiag process. We support the US Fish and Wildlife’s recommendation (attached) to
defer consideration of a hatchery on the river until .~uffieient tim.e has been provided to
evaluato the effectiveness of ecosystem restoration actions.

We recognize the complexities associated wifl~ the proposed hatchery planning and the
Four Pumps Mitigation Program. l lnder th~ term.~ of the, t:o,r Pnmps Agreement
between DFO and the Department ot" Water Resources (DWR), the program has
developed a large deft,it in replaciug ctfinook salmo~. Although ~he Agre.ement gives
preference to h~tbitat restoration over hatc-hery productipn, to date more than.half of the
chinook salmon credits are associated with the Merced.River hatchery. Instead of relying
on the. pi:opo~ed hatchery m produce chinook salmon credits, we encourage the DFG
and DWR progrmn staff to address the program deficit issue by improving and expanding
t,h¢ir ,ttbtt to ~.~ttn~ Fhy~i~’al habitat and !’lows in the San Joaquin basin and/or
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invesfig~ng ~ neod ~ ~cnd ~he A~n~m~at to bett~r r~flcct.~ ecosysmm m~rom~ion
s~tegy. ~e issue i~ ~nr rhea1 a n~gadon responsibili~, exists, but how ~o be~t
~at obligatign ~n a m~er eo~iztcn~ ~th a ~mpreben~iv¢ ecosystem
sga~egy.

We ~e skep~cal.~h~.t the exps~dilure of~n~ &ore progran~ under ~e p~igw of ~e
Eoosy~em Rondel# in ~prop6ate for the pla~ing ~or construc~on of ~0 proposed
Tuul~m~e RNer hatche~. Insma6 ofpumiflng rht~ new pr0jeet, we suggest ~e
p~ticip~e in a �ompt~te reasaes~em of the role exi~t~ h~teheri¢~ sc~¢ ~
m~cmcnt ~ols h~ a cbm~r~h~iw ~cuzystem restoration progr~ for ~he

Finally, given the div~geat vlew~ of the proposed ’l~ol~e River ha~ch~
m~fing ~ you directly to ~cuss our ¢oncen~. ’.~fl~ou~ fl’~e DFO h~ vr~zed
~he~ stakehelder meetin~, we are concerned uhat involved p~es have
v~yiug perceptions regard~g the b~nefits of the hmehc~" ~mject, We hope to dm’l~ this
~suc by meet~g w~ you ~d od~er interestz~.smkehf~ldcr~ ~fore the DFG and
pte~ s~ff~ke a decision ~ethe~ to proceed wi~ ~he projee~ ~a~ng.

Sincerely, ,,

am’y Bobker C~a Koehler
The Bay In.irate of Smt Francts~ ¯ Na~al. Heritage Institu~

Jadde MeCor~ David Yardaa
Sierra Club ¯ Environmental Defense Ftmd

David Kenned’/, CDWR
T.e~er, Snow, CALFED
W~yne White, USFWS
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